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MAQUIAMELO

Maqguiamelo is a self-taught Colombian artist who began his career sculpting in mixed
media. Working primarily with heads as his artistic motif, he transitioned to painting
in 2020, experimenting with vivid color and new techniques on a larger scale.

While experiencing the masks and distancing of the COVID-19 pandemic, Magquiamelo
quickly understood that the eyes had become the only conduit for expressing
emotion. He began a series of masks painted on oversized, anime-inspired heads with
a focus on the eyes. With a bright Fauvist-meets-Dayglo palate, he hand mixes Italian
pigments in his studio to create striking color fields on each canvas. When mask
requirements were lifted in life they were also lifted in his art. The paintings may be
seen as documenting the artist's personal journey, but the work is only fully realized
when the viewer interacts with the work directly. Maguiamelo'’s intent with his
painting style is to impart of message of hope and light through a time of uncertainty.

Maquiamelo’s work has been the subject of solo exhibitions at important international
museums. He has also participated in six international biennials as well as important
art fairs such as ARTBO in Colombia, ZONAMACO in Mexico, and the LA Art Show, Art

New York, Art Wynwood and Art Miami in the United States.

Biographical Information

1972 Born, Colombia

Education
1995-1997  Associate Degree, Interior Design, Ashworth College, Connecticut

1991-1993 Scholarship in Art, Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Ecuador

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2024 Gratitud, Museo de Arte Moderno de Cartagena; Cartagena, Colombia
Faces, Colour Senses Project; Miami, Florida
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Selected Solo Exhibitions (continued)

2022 Anthology, Pinacoteca Albertina; Turin, Italy
Desconfinados, Galeria Casa Cuadrada; Bogota, Colombia

2020 Vanitas, ZONAMACO, Galeria Casa Cuadrada; Mexico City, Mexico
Vanitas, La Galeria; Bogota, Colombia

2019 The Extreme Art of Maquiamelo, Sala de Exposiciones Cafam; Bogota,
Colombia

2017 Divas, Centro Cultural Estacion Mapocho; Santiago de Chile, Chile

2016 Divas, Museo de las Américas; San Juan, Puerto Rico

2015 Testas, La Galeria; Bogota, Colombia

Divas, Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Bogota; Bogota, Colombia
2014 Divas, Centro de la Cultura Plurinacional; Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
Bolivia
Awards & Distinctions

2019-2021 Associate Member, National Sculpture Society, United States

2018 Honorary Member, Meseo de Arte Contemporaneo de Bogota,
Colombia
2016 Honorable Mention, Carolina University; San Juan, Puerto Rico

Nominated for Guggenheim Scholarship, John Simon Guggenheim
Foundation, United States

2012 Prize, XVIII Biennial de Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia
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Publications

2018 Medina, Alvaro. The Extreme Art of Maquiamelo. Penguin Random
House.
2022 di Mauro, Edoardo and Romeo, Gabriele. Maquiamelo. Albertina Press.
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